Reading Intention

At Oakwood Infant and Nursery School, we value reading as a fundamental life skill and are dedicated to
enabling our pupils to become life-long readers. Leaders in our school prioritise the teaching of reading:
both word reading and reading comprehension. We believe that the development of children’s vocabulary is
an essential aspect of the reading curriculum and place great importance on exposing children to rich
vocabulary and subject-specific words and phrases. We believe that the teaching of reading is integral to a
child’s understanding and appreciation of the world around them; a platform that allows our children to
see beyond what they know, share in cultural experiences and develop the vocabulary they need to
effectively express themselves. Our reading curriculum strives to foster a lifelong love of reading. We
cultivate the behaviours that they will need to be discerning readers as they read frequently and widely
using self-regulation strategies and discuss what they read. This curriculum is delivered through synthetic
phonics, a linked approach to shared and guided reading, home reading, reading across the curriculum,
regular opportunities for independent reading and hearing quality texts read aloud every day. All of these
are essential components as they offer the range of opportunities needed to develop fluent, enthusiastic and
critical readers.

It is important that children are motivated to read at home regularly; when their reading opportunities
increase, so does their fluency and stamina which in turn increases their enjoyment of reading. Therefore,
the link between children’s motivation to read and reading for pleasure is reciprocal. Furthermore, we know
that reading for pleasure is beneficial not only for reading outcomes, but for wider learning enjoyment and
mental wellbeing. Thus, we work hard to foster a love of independent reading and build communities of
engaged readers. We understand the significance of parents and carers in supporting their children to
develop both word reading and comprehension skills so we endeavour to build a home-school partnership
which enables parents and carers to have the confidence to support their children with reading at home.

Expectations for the end of Nursery:
> Listen to longer stories and remember much of what happens.
Use a wider range of vocabulary.
Sing a large repertoire of songs.
Know many rhymes;
Talk about familiar books.
Tell a long story.
Tells own story.
Knows that print carries meaning, and, in English, print is read from right to left, front to back and
from top to bottom.
Talks about story events and characters and suggests what might happen next.
Looks at and enjoys print and digital books independently.
Begins to navigate apps and websites.
Recognises own name in familiar contexts, e.g coat peq
Shows awareness of rhyme and alliteration.
Recognises rhythm in spoken words, songs and rhymes.
Claps or taps syllables in a word during sound play.
Begins to hear the initial sounds in words.
Listens to stories with increasing attention and recall.
Suggests how a story might end.
Retells a simple past event from their lived experience in the correct order e.g. went down slide, hurt
finger.

Begins to understand and use pronouns in context: ‘they’, ‘he’, ‘she’, him’, 'her’
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Expectations for the end of Reception:

>
>
>
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Engage in story times.

Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.

Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and
some in their own words.

Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.

Learn rhymes, poems and songs.

Engage in noniction books.

Listen to and talk about selected noniction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and
vocabulary.

Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using
their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.

Anticipate - where appropriate - key events in stories.

Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes
and poems and during role-play

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some
common exception words

Expectations for the end of Year 1:

> Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.

> Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+
phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for graphemes.

> Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that have been taught.

> Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound and
where these occur in the word.

> Read words containing taught GPCs and -, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est endings.

Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.

Read words with contractions [for example, I'm, I'll, we'lll, and understand that the apostrophe

represents the omitted letter(s).

> Read books aloud, accurately that are consistent with their developing phonic knowledge and that
do not require them to use other strategies to work out words.

> Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.

> Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by listening to and
discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can
read independently.

> Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by being
encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences.

> Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by becoming very
familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their
particular characteristics.

> Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by recognising and
joining in with predictable phrases.

> Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing word
meanings, linking new meanings to those already known.

» Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to
by drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by
the teacher.
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Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to
by checking that the text makes sense to them as they read correcting inaccurate reading.
Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to
by discussing the significance of the title and events.

Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to
by making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done.

Understand both the books they can already read accurately and fluently and those they listen to
by predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.

Participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say.
Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.

Expectations for the end of Year 2:

>

>
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Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until automatic
decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent.

Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes taught so far,
especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes.

Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes as above.

Read words containing common suffixes.

Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between spelling and sound
and where these occur in the word.

Read most words [at an instructional level 93-95%] quickly and accurately, without overt sounding
and blending, when they have been frequently encountered.

Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar
words accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation.

Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by listening to,
discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and
non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing the
sequence of events in books and how items of information are related.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by becoming
increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales.
Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by being introduced
to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by recognising
simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing and
clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by discussing their
favourite words and phrases.

Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding by continuing to
build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with
appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary
provided by the teacher.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate
reading.



Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by answering and asking questions.

Understand both the books that they can already read accurately and fluently and those that they
listen to by predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.

Participate in discussion about books, poems and other works that are read to them and those that
they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say.

Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they
listen to and those that they read for themselves.



