
Reading Progression- Vocabulary 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for vocabulary FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I can talk about new 

words I learn. 

I can join in with 

repeated refrains in 

rhymes and stories I 

hear often. 

I can talk about what my 

favourite words are when 

I have listened to a story 

or a rhyme. 

I can use words the 

teacher introduces me to 

from non-fiction books. 

I can discuss word 

meanings, linking new 

means to those I already 

know. 

I can join in with 

repeated refrains in 

stories/rhymes. 

I can use vocabulary 

introduced by the 

teacher. 

I can discuss my 

favourite 

words/phrases. 

I can talk about 

technical vocabulary 

that the teacher reads 

to me when we look at 

non-fiction texts. 

I can discuss word 

meanings, linking new 

meanings to those 

already known 

I can draw upon 

knowledge of vocabulary 

in order to understand 

the text 

I can join in with 

predictable phrases 

I can use vocabulary 

given by the teacher 

I can discuss my 

favourite words and 

phrases 

I can discuss the 

meanings of words: link 

new meanings to known 

vocabulary 

I can discuss my 

favourite words and 

phrases 

I can recognise some 

repeating language in 

stories and poems 

Sample questions to 

support development 

What does the word… 

mean?—Draw attention to 

different types of word, 

but especially nouns and 

adjectives to extend 

vocabulary. 

What does the word… 

mean in this sentence? 

Which word means the 

same as…? 

Which of the words best 

describes the 

character? 

What does the word… 

mean in this sentence? 

Find and copy a word 

which means… 

Which of the words best 

describes the 

character/setting? 

Can you find a 

noun/adjective/verb 

that tells/shows you 

that...? 

Why do you think that 

author used the word… 

to describe…? 



What words tell us about 

what the character is like 

in this story?  

 

Why do you think they 

repeat this word in the 

story? 

Which word in this part 

do you think is the most 

important? 

Why do you think they 

repeat this word in the 

story? 

Which other word on 

the page means the 

same as…? 

Find an adjective in the 

text which describes… 

Which word do you think 

is the most important in 

this section? Why? 

Which word best 

describes…? 

Identify vocabulary Begins to use vocabulary 

they hear in stories and 

rhymes. 

Extend their vocabulary, 

especially naming and 

exploring meanings of 

new words. 

Builds vocabulary 

reflecting the breadth of 

their experiences. 

Uses language they hear 

around them in their 

culture and community. 

Uses vocabulary and 

forms of speech that 

are increasingly 

influenced by their 

experiences of books. 

Extends vocabulary by 

grouping, naming and 

exploring the meaning 

and sounds of new 

words. 

Recognises vocabulary 

associated with 

different genres 

provided by the teacher. 

Recognise simple 

recurring literary 

language in stories and 

poems, e.g. repetition. 

Explain the meaning of 

words 

Frequently uses pronouns. 

Retells a simple past 

event. 

Talks with others about 

key events. 

Uses some descriptive 

words. 

Uses talk to organise, 

sequence and clarify 

thinking, ideas, feelings 

and events. 

Discuss word meanings, 

linking new meanings to 

those already known. 

Discuss and clarify the 

meanings of new words, 

linking new meanings to 

known vocabulary. 

Begin to use a range of 

skills to identify the 

meaning of unknown 



words to help place them 

into context. 

Explain the intended 

impact of words 

Join in with predictable 

phrases. 

Claps or taps the 

syllables in words. 

Join in with predictable 

phrases. 

Recognise and join in 

with predictable 

phrases. 

Discuss their favourite 

words and phrases from 

the text. 

Recognise and explain how 

language is linked to 

intended audience and 

purpose 

Begins to use intonation 

in role play/use of 

puppets. 

Recognises rhyme in 

spoken words, songs and 

rhymes. 

Shows awareness of 

audience in the way they 

speak, for example, 

change intonation. 

Capture and apply new 

vocabulary in a variety 

of contexts. 

Collect and apply new 

vocabulary in a variety 

of contexts. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Progression- Inference 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for inference FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I can use the pictures to 

infer some basic points 

about the characters in 

the story. 

I can say what I think 

the character is thinking 

I can make simple 

inferences about 

characters feelings by 

using what they say or 

do. 

I can make simple 

inferences about 

characters’ feelings by 

using what they say as 

evidence. 

I can make inferences 

about characters 

feelings using what they 

say and do. 



or feeling after I have 

listened to the story. 

I can infer basic points 

with direct reference to 

the pictures and words 

in a text. 

I can show simple 

inference from the text 

based on what is said 

and done. 

I can infer simple points 

with reference to the 

pictures and words in 

the text. 

I can discuss the title 

and events. 

I can demonstrate 

simple inference from 

the text based on what 

is said and done. 

I can infer simple points 

and begin, with support, 

to pick up on evidence. 

I can answer and ask 

questions and modify 

answers as the story 

progresses. 

I can use pictures or 

words to make 

inferences. 

 

Sample questions to 

support development 

How does… feel? 

How do you know? 

What do you think… is 

thinking? 

How do you know? 

How does… feel? 

Why do you think that? 

What do you think… is 

thinking? 

Why do you think that? 

How does… make you 

feel? 

Why did…happen? 

What do you think… 

means? 

Why do you think that? 

Why do you think…? 

How do you think…? 

When do you think…? 

Where do you think…? 

How does … make you 

feel? 

Why did … happen? 

What do you think… 

means? 

Why do you think that? 

Why do you think…? 

How do you think…? 

When do you think…? 

Where do you think…? 

How has the author 

made us think that…? 

Cause and effect Can talk about what 

happens. 

Can talk about what might 

happen if… 

Talk about what happens 

and why they occur. 

Can say how events and 

actions impact on the 

development of the 

story. 

Begin to describe cause 

and effect, for example, 

the effect of a 

character’s actions have 

on others. 

Identifying evidence  With support, they can 

develop connections with 

events in narratives. 

Can develop their 

explanations by 

connecting ideas and 

events. 

Make links to personal 

experiences. 

Make inferences about 

character type based on 

actions. 

Draw on personal 

experience when 

commenting on a text. 

Draw on knowledge of 

the topic outside of the 



Can talk about how they 

think a character is 

feeling. 

book, including other 

similar books. 

Make simple inferences 

of character feelings. 

Ask and answer inference 

questions. 

They can listen with 

increasing attention to a 

range of stories and talk 

about what they hear. 

Suggests how a story 

might end. 

They can listen to 

stories, accurately 

anticipating key events 

and respond to what 

they hear with relevant 

comments, questions and 

reactions. 

With support, ask and 

answer simple relevant 

inference/detective 

questions about a story 

or simple non-fiction 

text 

Ask and answer simple 

relevant 

inference/detective 

questions about a story 

or simple non-fiction 

text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Progression- Prediction 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for prediction FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I can say what might 

happen based on what I 

have had read to me so 

far. 

I can explain my 

prediction verbally. 

 

 

I can predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read so 

far in terms of 

character and plot. 

I can make simple 

predictions based on my 

own life experiences. 

I can explain my 

prediction verbally. 

I can predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read so 

far- story, character 

and plot. 

I can make simple 

predictions based on the 

story and my own life 

experiences. 

I can begin to explain 

these ideas verbally or 

through pictures. 

I can predict what might 

happen on the basis of 

what has been read in 

terms of plot, character 

and language so far. 

I can make predictions 

using my own knowledge 

as well as what has 

happened so far. 

Sample questions to 

support development 

What do you think this 

book is about? 

What do think might 

happen next? 

What do you think the 

book is about? 

What might happen in 

this story? 

What do you think will 

happen next? 

How do you think that 

this will end? 

Can you tell me what 

might happen next? 

Looking at the cover and 

the title, what do you 

think this book is about? 

Where do you think… will 

go next? 

What do think… will 

say/do next? 

What do you think this 

book will be about? 

Why? 

Where do you think… will 

go next? 

What do you think… will 

say/do next? 

What do you think this 

book will be about? 

Why? 

How do you think this 

will end? What makes 

you say that? 



How do you think this 

will end? 

Who do you think has 

done it? 

What might… say about 

that? 

Can you draw what you 

think might happen 

next? 

Who do you think has 

done it? 

What might… say about 

that? 

How does the choice of 

character affect what 

will happen next? 

 

 

Use clues from what has 

been read to say what 

might happen. 

Can respond to what they 

hear with relevant 

reactions and comments. 

Can anticipate what might 

happen next in familiar 

stories with adult 

support. 

Can talk about story 

events and characters 

and suggest what might 

happen next. 

Respond to what they 

hear with relevant 

comments, questions and 

reactions. 

Say what might happen 

based on what has been 

read. 

Make predictions based 

on events in the text so 

far. 

Connect existing 

knowledge to new 

information. 

Can say what has 

happened. 

Can talk about how others 

might be feeling. 

Can say what has 

happened and relate it 

to something that has 

happened in their own 

lives. 

Can relate what has 

been read to then with 

what they already know, 

from either life 

experiences or other 

books. 

Make predictions using 

experiences of reading 

books based on other 

familiar texts. 

Gain meaning from the 

text. 

Listen to stories with 

increasing attention, 

anticipating repeated 

rhymes and phrases. 

Listen to stories, 

accurately anticipating 

key events. 

Predicts what might 

happen next after 

Say if the book will be 

fiction or non-fiction. 

Make predictions prior 

to reading based on the 

title, cover and skim 

reading of illustrations. 



Joins in with key words 

and repeated refrains 

and anticipates key 

events/phrases in rhymes 

and stories. 

listening to part of an 

unfamiliar story. 

Listens attentively to 

stories in a class group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Progression- Explaining 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for explaining FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I like listening to familiar 

stories. 

I can say what I like and 

don’t like in a story. 

 

I can share my opinions, 

including what I like and 

don’t like. 

I can link what I have 

had read to me to my 

own experiences. 

I can explain what has 

been read to me. 

I can give my opinion 

including likes and 

dislikes. 

I can link what I have 

read or heard to my own 

experiences. 

I can explain and discuss 

my understanding of 

narrative, information 

books and poems. 

I can express my own 

views about a book or a 

poem. 



I can talk about the 

characters and events in 

the story. 

 

I can clearly explain my 

understanding of what 

has been read to me. 

I can express my views 

about characters or 

events. 

I can discuss some 

similarities between 

books. 

I can listen to the 

opinion of others. 

Sample questions to 

support development 

Do you like this story? 

What do you like about 

this story? 

Do you not like this 

story? 

What don’t you like about 

this story? 

What do you like about 

this text? 

Who is your favourite 

character? Why? 

Was there anything 

about this book you 

didn’t like? 

Do you like this author? 

Why? 

Is there anything you 

would change about this 

story? 

What do you like about 

this text? 

Who is your favourite 

character? Why? 

What is 

similar/different about 

two characters? 

Explain why… did that. 

Is this as good as…? 

Which is better and 

why? 

Does the picture help 

us? How? 

What would you do if you 

were…? 

Would you like to live in 

this setting? Why? 

Is there anything you 

would change about this 

story? 

Do you agree with the 

author’s 

choice/view/description? 

Why? 

Identify and discuss 

similarities and 

differences 

With adult support, can 

say what is the same and 

what is different. 

Looks closely at 

similarities, differences 

and patterns. 

Understands the 

difference between 

fiction and non-fiction. 

Read non-fiction books 

which are structured in 

different ways. 

Making links  With adult support, can 

make connections 

Develop their own 

narratives and 

Link reading to personal 

experience. 

Discuss the sequence of 

events in a story. 



between events they have 

experienced and what 

happens in stories. 

 

explanations by 

connecting ideas or 

events. 

 

Discuss how items of 

information are related 

in a book. 

Make links between 

current and prior 

reading. 

Discussion Listens to others in one 

to one or small groups 

when conversation 

interests them. 

Uses talk to explain what 

is happening. 

To look at someone who 

is speaking to them. 

To take turns when 

talking in a group. 

Engages in extended 

conversations about 

stories. 

Participates in 

discussions about what s 

read to them.. 

Takes turns and listens 

to what others say. 

Listen to, discuss and 

express views about a 

wide range of poetry, 

stories and non-fiction 

at a level and beyond 

what they can read 

independently. 

Take turns and listen to 

what others have to say.. 

Explain their 

understanding of books 

they have read or have 

had read to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Reading Progression- Retrieval 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for 

retrieval 

FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading 

skills 

I can say 

something about 

what has 

happened in a 

story read to me. 

I can use 

pictures to talk 

about events in 

the story. 

I can use the 

pictures to point 

out characters in 

the story. 

I can answer questions 

about what has just 

happened. 

I can develop retrieval skills 

through pictures. 

I can recognise characters, 

titles, events, titles and key 

information. 

I can recognise fiction and 

non-fiction texts. 

I can retrieve information 

by looking for key words. 

I can ask a question about what 

has just happened. 

I can develop my knowledge of 

retrieval. 

I can recognise characters, 

events, titles and information. 

I can recognise differences 

between fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 

I can retrieve information by 

finding a few key words. 

I can contribute ideas and 

thoughts in discussions. 

 

I can independently read and 

answer simple questions 

about what I have just read. 

I can ask and answer 

retrieval questions. 

I can draw on previously 

taught knowledge to find the 

cue in the question. 

I can remember significant 

events and key information 

about the text that I have 

read. 

I can monitor my reading, 

checking words I have 

decoded, to ensure that they 

fit within the text I have 

already read. 

Sample 

questions to 

support 

development 

Who are the 

characters in the 

story? 

Who is your favourite 

character? 

Who is/are the main 

character/s? 

Where is the story set? 

Who is your favourite character? 

Why do you think all the main 

characters are… in this book? 

Would you like to live in this 

setting?  Why/Why not? 

Who is/are the main 

character/s? 

When/where is this story 

set? How do you know? 



Where does the 

story take 

place/happen? 

What happens 

to… in the story? 

Which is your 

favourite/worst part of the 

story? 

What happens to… in the 

story? How do you know? 

Is this a fiction or non-

fiction book? How do you 

know? 

Who is/are the main character/s? 

When/where is the story set? 

Which is your 

favourite/worst/funniest/scariest 

part of the story? 

Is this a fiction or a non-fiction 

book? How do you know? 

Which is your 

worst/best/funniest/scariest 

part of the story? Why? 

Tell me three facts you have 

learned from the text? 

Find the part where…? 

What type of text is this? 

What happened to… in the 

story? 

 

Retelling With adult 

support, can work 

in a group to 

retell a story 

using props. 

Tells a long story. 

 

Retell a story with 

actions/pictures/props. 

Use story language when 

acting out the narrative. 

Retell a story they have heard or 

know using 

puppets/props/pictures. 

Retell a wider range of 

stories using actions and 

visual cues from the story. 

Answering “find 

it” questions 

Answer how and 

what questions 

about a familiar 

story. 

Answer how and why 

questions about their 

experiences and in response 

to stories. 

Use fastest finger 

techniques to answer 

questions from a story. 

Answer simple questions about 

character/setting and key events 

in a story. 

Answer simple questions 

about character/setting and 

key events in a story. 

Answer find it questions in 

non-fiction texts. 

Summarising With adult 

support, can talk 

about the main 

events in a story. 

Can explain the main events 

of a story. 

Can draw pictures of 

characters/events/settings. 

Identify and discuss the setting 

names of the characters in a 

story. 

Explain and discuss the key 

information from what is 

seen or read. 

Asking “find it” 

questions 

They can listen 

with increasing 

attention to a 

Listen to stories, accurately 

anticipating key events and 

respond to what they hear 

Ask relevant questions about 

familiar texts. 

Ask relevant questions about 

a familiar text. 



range of stories 

and talk about 

what they hear. 

with relevant comments, 

questions and reactions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Progression- Sequencing 

 
 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for sequencing FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I can say that stories 

have a beginning, middle 

and end. 

I can retell a story using 

puppets/props/small 

world/role play. 

I can anticipate and join 

in with key phrases and 

events in rhymes and 

stories. 

I can retell a story using 

a story map. 

I can put the events in 

the story in sequence. 

I can retell familiar 

stories orally. 

I can sequence the 

events of a story I am 

familiar with. 

I can begin to discuss 

how events are linked. 

I can discuss the 

sequencing of vents in 

books and how items of 

information are related. 

I can retell using a wider 

variety of story 

language. 

I can order events from 

the text. 



 I can begin to discuss 

how events are linked 

focusing on the main 

contents of the story. 

Sample questions to 

support development 

What happened at the 

beginning of the story? 

What happened at the 

end of the story? 

What was the bit in the 

middle about? 

What happens in the 

beginning of the story? 

What happens at the 

end of the story? 

Can you retell the story 

to me? 

What happens in the 

middle of the story? 

What happens at the 

beginning of this story? 

Can you number these 

events in the story? 

How/where does the 

story start? 

What happened at the 

end of…? 

Can you retell the story 

for me in just a few 

words? 

What happened before 

that? 

Can you sequence the 

key moments in this 

story? 

What happens in the 

story’s opening? 

How/where does the 

story start? 

What happened at the 

end of…? 

What is the dilemma in 

this story? 

How is it resolved? 

Can you summarise the 

story in three sentences 

with the beginning, 

middle and end? 

Identify key components 

of a narrative- beginning, 

middle and end. 

Can say what the 

beginning of a story is. 

Can say what happens at 

the end of a story. 

With adult help, can say 

what happens in the 

middle of a story. 

Can identify the 

beginning, middle and 

end of a story, 

explaining their choices. 

Can use a story map to 

extend their story 

telling, identifying key 

events in order. 

Can accurately retell a 

story, using the key 

structures of beginning, 

middle and end of the 

story. 

Can say what the 

dilemma is in a story and 

how it is resolved. 

Understands that 

resolution is the ending 

of a story. 



 

Retell the story in order 

of events. 

With adult support, can 

sequence pictures or 

story props from a 

familiar story. 

Listens to familiar stories 

with increasing attention 

and recall, verbally 

and/or selecting a 

sequencing picture. 

Can sequence pictures 

from a story or with 

familiar events. 

Gives a connected 

account of an event or 

experience, using 

connective language, for 

example, first, next and 

then. 

Can sequence pictures 

for the beginning, middle 

and end of a story. 

Sequence events from a 

story. 

Can explain their 

reasons for their 

choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Reading Progression- Text Structure 
 

 Early Years Foundation Stage Key Stage 1 

Skills for text 

structure 

FS1 FS2 Year 1 Year 2 

Key reading skills I can say what a story 

book is. 

I can say what a story 

book is. 

I can say what a fairy 

tale is. 

I can recognise a range 

of stories/traditional 

tales/fairy stories. 

I can describe the 

characteristics of the 

different types of 

stories I read or listen 

to. 

I can talk about non-

fiction books. 

I can say how non-fiction 

books are organised and 

how they are different 

to fiction books. 

Sample questions to 

support development 

Can you point to the 

illustration? 

Can you point to the 

words? 

Can you tell me what sort 

of book this is? 

Can you tell me what sort 

of book this is? 

What is the difference 

between them? 

Can you tell me what type 

of book this is? 

How do you know? 

Describe what a… book 

is? 

How do these books 

differ? 

What are the 

differences between 

these non-fiction books? 

Describe how fiction 

books are organised 

differently to non-

fiction books? 

 

Range of text/genres Listen to, talk about 

stories, rhymes and 

songs, with actions and 

relevant comments. 

Listen to, talk about and 

respond to stories, 

rhymes and songs, with 

actions, relevant 

comments, questions, 

Listen to and discuss a 

wide range of poems, 

stories and non-fiction at 

a lev el beyond that at 

which they can read 

independently. 

Reading for themselves a 

wider range of 

stories/fairy stories and 

traditional tales. 

Listen to, discuss and 

express views about a 



recalling key events and 

innovating. 

 wide range of 

contemporary and classic 

poetry, stories and non-

fiction at a level beyond 

that at which they can 

read independently. 

 

Use and function of text 

organisers 

Can point to: 

Front cover 

Back cover 

Illustration 

Print goes from left to 

right 

Shows awareness of 

rhyme and alliteration. 

 

Can point to : 

Front cover 

Back cover 

Spine 

Blurb 

Illustration 

Illustrator 

Author 

Title 

Continues a rhyming 

string and identifies 

alliteration. 

Understand and 

accurately use the 

conventions of print: 

book, cover, beginning, 

end, page, word, letter, 

line. 

Identify title, blurb and 

author of fiction and 

non-fiction books. 

Discuss the significance 

of the title. 

Be introduced to non-

fiction books that are 

structured in different 

ways. 

Name common organisers 

in non-fiction: contents, 

headings, index, glossary. 

 

Features of different 

types of texts 

Can say what a story 

book is. 

Can say what an 

information book is. 

Talks about familiar 

books. 

Knows print carries 

meaning  

Begin to understand that 

a non-fiction book is not 

a story, it gives 

information instead. 

 

Recognise some typical 

characters and settings 

of fairy 

stories/traditional tales. 

Understand the 

difference between 

fiction and non-fiction. 

Begin to describe the 

overall structure of a 

story, for example, being 

able to answer the 

Describe and recognise 

some typical features, 

similarities and 

differences between 

fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 

Describe the overall 

structure of a story, for 

example, how the 

beginning introduces 

story and the ending 

concludes the actions. 



question “What is the 

problem in the story?” 

Performance and poetry Listen to and sing 

nursery rhymes and 

songs, recalling whole 

songs and rhymes, singing 

some independently and, 

with adult support, 

performing for others. 

Knows many rhymes. 

Listen to and sing 

nursery rhymes and 

songs, recalling whole 

songs and rhymes, singing 

some independently and 

performing in 

groups/independently for 

others. 

Learn to appreciate 

rhymes and poetry, and 

to recite some by heart. 

Continue to build up a 

repertoire of poems 

learnt by heart, 

appreciate these and 

recite some, with 

appropriate intonation to 

make the meaning clear. 

Retell a wider range of 

fairy stories and 

traditional tales verbally. 

 
 


